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 PRESIDENTS REPORT

Term 3 has proved to be a busy period for APFACTS both internally and

externally. There has been many changes externally w ith the Federal

election and a new  Government. In the coming months w e hope to get better

acquainted w ith our local and national Government representatives as there

is so much detail on the new  funding and schooling arrangements that remain

not transparent to parents. 

Internally APFACTS has w elcomed Julie Sengleman as our new  Executive

Officer. Julie brings a great deal of know ledge and skills to APFACTS. With

our new  Executive team and Julie w e are very much looking forw ard to

continuing the good w ork of building a more collaborative, member and issue

focussed organisation.

We w ere very proud to recognise some outstanding volunteer contributions

in September, more details on this in the new sletter.

Thank you once again for your involvement and support of APFACTS. Hope

you get a chance to enjoy the w onderful spring w eather and short break

these holidays. 

Charuni Weerasooriya

 

FEDERAL ELECTION 2013

During the Election campaign APFACTS w as active in keeping you up to date

w ith education commitments from major parties during the campaign and w ith

relevant information. More . 

APFACTS congratulates the follow ing ACT elected representatives: 

Dr Andrew  Leigh - House of Representatives - Fraser

Ms Gai Broadtmann - House of Representatives - Canberra 

Kate Lundy - Senate

Zed Seselja - Senate

Federally, the Coalition had a convincing w in and since the election the Prime

Minister, Tony Abbott has announced the follow ing departmental

arrangements: 

Minister for Education - The Hon Christopher Pyne MP, also leader of

the House

Assistant Minister for Education - The Hon Sussan Ley MP

Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister for Education - Senator the

Hon Scott Ryan

Lisa Paul to continue as the Secretary, Education Department and

areas of responsibility include:

Schools education policy and programmes including

vocational education and training in schools but excluding

migrant adult education, Schooling transitions policy and

programmes including career pathw ays, Education and
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Welcome to the
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stable across 2012-2013.

A moderate increase in performance in Year 5 Reading compared to

the f irst year of NAPLAN data in 2008.

A moderate overall improvement seen in Reading in recent years

continues nationally.

Take a look at the Summary report. More 

Did you w onder w hy the student reports on NAPLAN w ere delayed? More 

ACT students performed w ell again on Naplan … More 

APFACTS is interested in your view s on NAPLAN - become involved in a

w orking group (2 hrs) that helps inform ACT parent view s on NAPLAN?

Please email: executive.off icer@apfacts.org.au

PARENTAL ENGAGEMENT ROUNDTABLE

A tw o day National Parent engagement roundtable discussion w as held by

the Family Partnership Bureau in Canberra for a structured discussion

around parental engagement to inform : 

The development of a common definition of parental engagement.

The direction of the longitudinal study on the impact of parental

engagement on improved student learning outcomes.

The development of parental engagement resources.

Participating schools on the expectations of the project.

The Roundtable brought together representatives from jurisdictions including

the schools nominated by the Bureau Research Advisory Group to inform the

development of parental engagement resources and the framew ork including

an audit of current practices. In attendance w ere representatives from

Radford College and Canberra Girls Grammar School as w ell as

representatives from APFACTS and other aff iliates. 

The Bureau hopes to take the valuable insights forw ard to provide a national

perspective to inform and support the direction and development of parental

engagement resources, refinement of the framew ork, including the

identif ication of existing resources for parental engagement w hich w ill be

added to the existing list of resources on the Bureau w ebsite.

For those of you in our social media community, you w ould have seen our

comments on facebook and tw itter. 

CURRICULUM UPDATE

Have your say!

The follow ing curriculum consultations are open for comment:

Work Studies : Information Sheet, Cover sheet to accompany your

w ritten submission, email to : w orkstudies@acara.edu.au. Closes

December 8, 2013. To provide your feedback visit:

http://consultation.australiancurriculum.edu.au/

APFACTS is a strong advocate for parents on many curriculum forums in the

ACT. We represent non government parents on:

BSSS – Board of Secondary Studies

CAC – Curriculum Advisory Council

ACT Curriculum Taskforce. 

Are you interested in curriculum issues? If you have any areas regarding

curriculum you w ould like us to discuss, please email us.

Recent new s article on ACT assessments becoming standardised. w hat do

you think about this ? 

http://www.nap.edu.au/results-and-reports/national-reports.html
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ASIA EDUCATION FOUNDATION

Mid-August 2013 Asia Education Foundation National Conference
was attended by more than 550 national and international
delegates.

The Conference featured a range of high-profile keynote speakers,
master classes and a showcase of schools' achievements in
developing students' Asia capabilities. Video presentations from key
speakers. More 

Canberra Boys Grammar and Canberra Girls Grammarare
members of the leading 21st Century schools: engaging with Asia
Program. If you are from these parent communities, we would love
to hear about your schools engagement with parents with this
initiative. Email: executiveofficer.com.au

ABC SPLASH

ABC Splash is a FREE and fantastic online resource for school age children
w ith hundreds of learning resources that link directly to the Australian
Curriculum. It is an educational resource w hich enables children to immerse
themselves in cutting-edge games, virtual w orlds and digital experiences.

ABC Splash is currently running a promotion where you
have an opportunity to WIN 16 tablet devices - 1 for you
and 15 for your school ! 

Enter the draw before 15 Nov  2013 for your chance to WIN! Two prize packs
up for grabs - one each for primary and secondary. To enter, click here 

ABC Splash -  100s of teaching resources on every subject from English to

maths, science, history and more. Whether you're a primary or secondary

teacher or student, ABC Splash has got it covered.

ABC Splash brings you:

100s of videos all mapped to the Australian Curriculum

education resources for teachers & students

 infographics and interactives that make learning more fun

over 200 interactive games.

 

AITSL SURVEY: LEARNING FRONTIERS – STUDENT
ENGAGEMENT SURVEY

The Australian Institute for Teaching and School Leadership (AITSL) are

inviting teachers, students, parents and members of the community to

complete this survey to assist w ith increasing student engagement in

learning.

Please take the time to complete the survey, click here 

PARENT RESOURCES

Have you joined our online parent community? Here are some of our most

popular posts on facebook or tw itter : 

Parent engagement in learning:

Looking for w ays to help w ith kids w ith reading? Try these tips

Parents can help reduce maths anxiety More 

Community engagement in schooling is important More

Parenting Resources:

Time for kids to play important for kids... More 

Confidence building tips for kids independence More  

Some great tips on building resilience so kids can make healthy

http://www.asiaeducation.edu.au/aef_national_conference_2013.html
http://splash.abc.net.au/competition
https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/Z8HFS5W
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http://www.aeonmagazine.com/being-human/children-today-are-suffering-a-severe-deficit-of-play/
https://www.kidsmatter.edu.au/families/enewsletter/tips-build-their-confidence


choices and succeed in life! More

Encouraging the positives of avoiding risky behaviour. More

Though provoking article on shaping children's view s tow ards

people w ith a disability More 

Recent Reserach Reports

The National report of young people’s earning and learning 2013 

Some interesting queries from parents about testing of students.

What is PISA? What does PISA hope to achieve? 

Are w e socially engineering our society to create health risks

News items of interest:

How  to engage students in learning another language.

Interesting reading on the national curriculum.

Recognising the importance of feedback and continuous improvement

Abbott's names his Ministries 

STAY IN TOUCH WITH EDUCATION ISSUES

Interested in education issues and w ant to know  more?

• Join us on Facebook

• Follow  us on Tw itter : @APFACTS1

• Visit the APFACTS w ebsite and have your say on education issues.

• Learn more about APFACTS w ork - visit w w w .apfacts.org.au
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